 Gator Engineering Mentors
 Tips on Presentations
Have the Right Purpose in Mind
As engineers, we sometimes lose track of the big picture.  Just remember, our main goal as guest speakers is to inspire, not educate.  Chances are your audience is not likely to understand and remember all the details of your project/research.  However, if you spark curiosity in these students, you can potentially drive them to a life full of appreciation for the math and sciences (…and perhaps encourage them to become a contributor to these fields).     
Make It Come Alive 

Unless your heartfelt feelings are involved, it is impossible to bring life and energy to your message. Young people are generally not concerned with factual details, what they need to know is that the person standing before them is real, full of emotion.  Take a minute to look back on the past and think of the most influential speakers you’ve witnessed.  What qualities did these speakers have?  The more passion you weave into the fabric of your speech the more “alive” it will become for them. When looking for ways to drive home a point, look for what you thought, what you found, what you felt, what you did and how you now feel.  You can touch young people deeply by speaking from your heart. 

Know You’re On Stage 

From the minute you arrive in the classroom, you’re being observed.  How you present yourself before speaking may influence the outcome of your presentation.
The True Power is in Simplicity 

True power from your message lies in using simple language to express meaningful ideas.  Uncommon and difficult words tend to leave people, especially youth, confused and perhaps insulted. 

Audience Participation 

Audience participation helps hold the attention of young people. The younger the audience, the more important this device becomes. It can be as simple as a show of hands.  A participation device needs to tie directly with main points your message. Where this is not done, your audience becomes sidetracked.  Try to incorporate games, questions, etc…  

Visual Aids

Bring in anything you feel will strike their interest and get them excited (pictures, prototypes, videos, etc).  If applicable, perform an experiment/demonstration.  
Mix it Up

Rather than talking for a long time and afterwards performing a demonstration, consider breaking up your discussion with the demonstration in the middle of your presentation.  You can maintain your audiences’ attention by incorporating activities, visual aids and demonstrations within your discussion.
Never Talk Down 

Always maintain a positive attitude.  Speaking with a condescending tone will reduce your audience’s interest.
Practice, Practice, Practice
